
STACKED CONCENTRIC POTENTIOMETERS 
 

Another type of potentiometer used in guitars and basses is a stacked  
concentric pot. This is basically two potentiometers attached on top of one  
another, and controlled by two separate shafts (a thick one and a thin one), so  
unlike a blend pot, each pot is totally independent of one another. This allows  
you to pack in two potentiometers in the space of only one potentiometer.  
 
A special type of knob is used for this setup, one that has two moving sections 
for each shaft. You can find stacked concentric pots and knobs online at the  
ALLPARTS website.   
http://www.allparts.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Here is a very useful stacked concentric pot mod for a 2 pickup style 
guitar with room for only two pots. By using the two stacked 

concentric pots, you are able to get four pots on this guitar, two 
volumes and two tones, just like a Les Paul. The bottom 

section of each potentiometer is the volume pot, and the top section 
is the tone pot.  
 

 

 
 



A 3-way Gibson or Switchcraft toggle switch is used for this mod. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
Notice the ground lugs and how they can be  located on different sides of the  
switch. The ground lug is the thickest metal lug on the toggle switch.  The two 
inner thin lugs get soldered together to form the switch output. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Need one volume and two tones on a Telecaster? Here is a very useful 
concentric pot mod for a tele with two separate tone controls, one for each 

pickup. The pickup selector switch in this diagram is a Stewart McDonald 3-
way lever. 
 
 

 
 
 

LEGAL INFORMATION  
This ebook is Copyright © 2009. All rights reserved. No part of this book may  
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any means:  
electronic, mechanical, photo copying, recording or otherwise, without written  
permission from the copyright holders. You do not have any right to distribute or  
sell any part of this ebook in any way at all. Indy Ebooks is the sole distributor.  
Our copyright lawyers regularly scan the internet, auction websites, and file  
hosting websites for our products. Violators will be prosecuted. 



 


